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The educational access to the seasonal migrants is difficult because of their migratory lifestyle and seasonal 

movement from lower plains to higher altitudes of Pir-Panjal and vice-versa. Several schemes and programs 

were initiated by the government, but their education literacy rate was still lower in the index. In the present 

article, it has been tried to discuss for what reasons these tribes are away from educational access and 

advancement. An attempt also has been made to input a few appropriate suggestions that may be fruitful for 

local and higher education authorities to implement for easy access to quality education for the seasonal 

migrant nomads Gujjars and Bakarwals. The article concerned the literature review of the latest studies after 

2010 from different databases such as Google Scholar, Sage Publications, etc., and census 2011 for statistical 

information. Overall, it was found very low literacy rate among Gujjars and Bakarwals. The factors 

occupational, social, geographical, etc. affect their education. Their lifestyle, occupation, low socio-economic 

status, parental low literacy, and seasonal migration as hurdles to focus on education. Apart from these basic 

facilities in the school are not available, the teacher not ready to do jobs in remote areas, etc. are majorly 

influencing the education of seasonal migrants Gujjars and Bakarwals of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Keywords: Gujjars and Bakarwals, seasonal migrants, pastoral nomads, Tribal education, Scheduled tribes, 

educational, challenges. 

INTRODUCTION 

Education is paramount for thie development of a 

community. An eminent society is recognized by its 

educational advancement. Jammu and Kashmir 

residential of different populations and each 

population are known for their uniqueness. 

Scheduled Tribes (ST) are also one such segment 

adding more to the glories of Jammu and Kashmir’s 

diversity. Gujjars and Bakarwals got their status as 

scheduled tribes (ST) of Jammu and Kashmir and 

the government of Jammu and Kashmir 

Amendment Acts 1989 and 1991. The total 

population of Bakarwals and Gujjars is 113,198 and 

980,654 respectively out of the total Scheduled 

Tribes population of 14,93,299 (Census, 2011) and 

constitute together around 73.2% of the total 12 STs 

of Jammu and Kashmir. These tribes are mainly 

concentrated in district Poonch, Rajouri of Jammu 

division but they are native to every district of the 

UT of Jammu and Kashmir and earlier Ladakh was 

also included when Jammu and Kashmir was a 

State. The Gujjars and Bakarwals tribes have the 

same culture, traditions, and language and are 

known as twin tribes but only their occupation 

makes a separation between the two.  The primary 

occupation of Bakarwals is the rearing of sheep and 

goats, while Gujjars do agriculture and rear 

buffaloes. As they have thought their primary 

occupation is a gift from their ancestral and is 

mandatory to pass it to the next generations so, they 

don’t more focus on education. Their seasonal 

migration is the main hurdle to their education, and 

other situations and challenges are in the way of 

their educational deprivation. In the present article, 

an attempt had been made to review all the possible 

aspects of Gujjar’s and Bakarwal’s education and 

will also propose steps that concerned authorities 

may take for educational access, provisions, and 

better-quality education to marginalized groups i.e., 

Gujjars and Bakarwals of Jammu and Kashmir.   

GUJJARS AND BAKARWALS 

Gujjars and Bakarwals are tribes that were 

scheduled according to ‘article 342 of the Indian 

Constitution’. More than 15 lakh populations of a 

total of 12 STs in UT out of that more than 11 lakhs 

Gujjar and Bakarwal which is more than 70%. 

Bakarwals are known by the name of Bakri (Goat) 

because they rear goats and sheep and having no 

permanent residence and land, they need fresh 

pasture for their animals due to the reason they 

migrate seasonally in summer to the highest ranges 

hills of Pir Panjal in Kashmir and in winter start 
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journey to lower belts of Jammu division, on the 

other hand, Gujjars have land resources for 

agriculture and, they rear buffaloes. They also move 

in summer to their temporary pastures locally called 

Dhoks that have been occupied by their 

descendants. Gojri is their mother tongue. They are 

well known for braveness. They have a simple way 

of life.  Gujjars and Bakarwals who migrate 

seasonally do their journey around a 500 km circle 

through the different regions of the UT.       

EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF GUJJARS AND 

BAKARWALS IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

Gujjars and Bakarwals Tribes are marginalized on 

the social and economic scale but their 

backwardness in education is the main cause of 

their marginalization (Abass, Ahmed, & Ahmed, 

2015). An assessment of previous studies (Sultan & 

Rashid, 2022) concluded that Gujjars and 

Bakarwals are extremely low in the educational 

level and least literate than the other STs of the UT 

same viewpoint added by (Nanda & Sharma, 2018) 

that Gujjars and Bakarwals are much backward in 

educational as well as socio-economic scale and 

literacy rate too low than other populaces. 

Questions are arising here why they are 

marginalized. Are they interested or not in their 

education ? what should do for their enhancement ? 

Gujjars constitute 65.7% of the total ST population 

while Bakarwals about 7.6% (Census, 2011). When 

seeing the literacy rate Bakarwals with a literacy 

only 31.8% are at the bottom of the literacy index 

whereas Gujjars are just one step ahead with a 

literacy rate of 47.3% and at second last in the 

literacy rate table while all other STs of the UT 

have more than 50% literacy rate (Census, 2011). 

Both the twin tribes are the highest in population 

but the lowest grade in education level. Research 

studies also pointed out the education level of 

Gujjars Bakarwals education as unsatisfactory. 

Thus, clearly can be said they have been 

marginalized in education also. Research has also 

proven that missionaries have a better role 

considering the education of tribes in those areas 

literacy rate is at par with other populations and 

tribes are interested in their education. Still, the 

question existed why the education level is low 

among Gujjars and Bakarwals. And what should do 

to eradicate illiteracy among them ?  

Undoubtedly, the government efforts a lot for every 

child’s education, but challenges are ever there. 

After independence, no education policy remained 

silent about the Scheduled tribes. The major 

obstacle for the government to access education to 

the tribes is the migratory pattern. Bakarwals and 

Gujjars move seasonally with their animals for 

grazing at upper reaches in summer and lower belts 

in winter due to snowfall and cold climates. Their 

children also migrate by discontinuing their 

schooling. Animal rearing and agricultural practices 

still live in their blood and are their fundamental 

priority due to the reason they are far away from 

education and its value. Culture and tradition are top 

on the list of their priorities.  

The government of Jammu and Kashmir initiated 

Seasonal Centres for the education of tribes Gujjars 

and Bakarwals under the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan 

(SSA) to continue learning by filling the gap of six 

months during their migration period at the higher 

altitudes of the UT locally called as Dhoks and 

Behaks. Said the principal secretary of the school of 

education, B. K. Singh “Seasonal Centre for around 

42,000 nomadic or migratory students have been 

strengthened with the provision of good quality all 

weather tents” (Rising Kashmir, 2022). In the year 

2020-21, there were around 32, 544 children of 

seasonal migrant tribes who got educational 

facilities in around 1521 Seasonal Centres (Rising 

Kashmir, 2022). 

Financial assistance also provided for the education 

of tribes like pre-matric, post-matric, National 

Fellowship for Scheduled Tribes, etc. Hostels for 

boys and girls of scheduled tribes are also 

established. Despite, several attempts by the 

government question still has not ended why do 

Gujjars and Bakarwals lack in education ? The 

present article will talk about the educational 

backwardness causes and what actions to be taken 

by both the higher and local educational authorities 

to fulfill the gap and develop the educational status 

of backward tribes in Jammu and Kashmir.   

FACTORS AFFECTING THE EDUCATION 

OF SEASONAL MIGRANTS GUJJARS AND 

BAKARWALS 

Jammu and Kashmir now UT as earlier a State is 

best known for various topographical features 

ranging from lower plains to higher mountainous 

ranges, each geographical part has its own 

uniqueness. But one side these landscapes are 

sources of relief for some people but on the other, 

the tribal people face a lot of challenges in their 

personal, social, and economic aspects of life and 

traditional as well as educational also. Various 
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scholars tried their best to find out the challenges 

and their hard work paid off. The present article will 

highlight the educational challenges to the 

education of pastoral nomads Gujjars and 

Bakarwals. As these tribes are seasonal migrants so 

government initiated a Seasonal Centre scheme for 

them while they migrate to the higher ranges of hills 

so, (Suri, 2014) revealed some factors in the way of 

proper and smooth working of these Centre such as 

the non-availability of suitable infrastructure 

facilities, absence of teaching-learning material 

(TLM), no proper learning environment, no mid-

day meal to the students, etc. which stands as 

barriers in the way education of Seasonal Nomads 

of Jammu and Kashmir. Another scholar (Sofi, 

2014) revealed that school at so far distance is a 

challenge to students, especially elementary school 

age group but the distance to the school caused by 

the low density of the population in remote areas, 

teachers do not easily come forward for teaching 

because of fear to work at remote areas, parents not 

easily afford finance for the education of their 

children, their lifeways and ideology as well of 

dependency on livestock, poor and nonmotivational 

parents push their children for domestic work 

instead of their schooling. (Sultan & Rashid, 2022) 

made statements about the factors in the way of 

education after reviewing previous literature as 

tribes follow their occupation due to the reason they 

don’t come forward for their education, lack of 

interest among parents towards the schooling of 

their children, absence of educational facilities in 

remote schools, teacher’s irregular attendance and 

not on time also one factor affects the education of 

tribal areas children education. A Research study 

was conducted (Saxena & Kumar,2018) titled 

“Social and Educational Problems of Gujjar 

Students”. The specific objectives were on the 

different aspects such as administration, teaching-

learning, etc. with comparisons between male and 

female students of Gujjars, the results revealed that 

male students were facing more problems than 

female students in all aspects that were studied such 

as administrative, teaching-learning, and 

atmospheric. Particularly it was stated at last “The 

education system for these groups demanding for 

basic educational facilities and changes for the 

tribal communities, and it is required to provide 

education for them according to their need.”  

The above listed above found stood in the way as 

hurdles and barriers to the education of Gujjars and 

Gujjars Bakarwals as per the review of previous 

studies literature. Apart from those above-listed 

factors, there are so many factors that have not been 

studied because these tribes are marginalized and 

not focused on by the government, and other 

educational organizations, etc. their backwardness, 

remote living, border areas, militancy, and army 

conflicts, etc. are so many factors need to be solved 

by the government. The present paper is mainly 

with the objective to highlight factors so that 

policymakers and educational authorities give their 

attention to these factors and expressed a few 

suggestions that may be beneficial for the concerned 

bodies. 

MEASURES & PATHS MIGHT LEAD TO 

TRIBAL EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT 

The time is to consider tribal education as universal 

and to work for their holistic development. 

Suggested measures may help government, 

policymakers, and educational authorities at higher 

and ground levels for the educational development 

of backward tribes :    

▪ Collaboration: Governments, policymakers, 

tribal welfare authorities, and local associations 

must work in collaboration.  

▪ Neglection: Most importantly, tribes must not 

be neglected based on the socio-economic scale.  

▪ Ensure Implementation: Ensuring the policy 

implementation at ground level instead of only 

focusing on framing the policies. Monitoring 

tools are to be considered for effective 

implementation.  

▪ Based on Equity: Equity is to be considered 

while any government provision. School fee 

concession for students who are very low in 

economic scale. Special allocations and 

provisions for the backward tribal areas. 

▪ School: Ensuring basic amenities in schools or 

educational Centres. School distance to be 

considered for their easy access to school.  

▪ Curriculum: Curriculum to be separated based 

on their locality so they can easily capture those 

ideas and will be beneficial to them.  

▪ Parental Guidance and Counseling: 

motivation among parents of tribal children 

through awareness programs organization at the 

fundamental stage. Lack of awareness gives rise 

to the issue that tribes not known the schemes 

launched for them so, information is to be 

transferred through local means to them.  

• Tribal Educated should come forward: 

Educated personalities from tribal backgrounds 
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tribes must come forward to work for their local 

communities and must be an inspiration for their 

future youth.    

CONCLUSION 

This paper mainly aimed to know the education 

position, factors affecting education, and 

suggestions to overcome the challenges in the case 

of education of Gujjars and Bakarwals of Jammu 

and Kashmir. Firstly, in the case of educational 

position, all the studies that were studied on the 

educational aspects of Gujjars and Bakarwals and 

the census 2011 showed that the educational status 

of Gujjars and Bakarwals was extremely low and 

not satisfactory. Second, the literature demonstrated 

that there were a series of such factors such as a 

dearth of seasonal lifestyle, focus on occupation 

only, the infrastructure of the school and TLM, long 

school distance, economic issues, unawareness 

among parents, pulling children for domestic work, 

teachers absenteeism, etc. that predominantly have 

effects on the education of Gujjars and Bakarwals 

and majorly responsible for the educational 

backwardness and illiteracy. Lastly, there were 

pointed few suggestions as a collaboration between 

the concerned authorities at all levels, equity, 

parents’ guidance, counseling, curriculum, and 

implementation, etc. are the heading of each 

suggestion.  
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