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Hate speech is becoming the order of the day in Nigerian politics. Nigerian youths, whether hired or not, 

engage in the use of hate speech against politicians whom they do not like The study entitled ‘A survey of hate 

speech in select Facebook postings on Benue politics’ was necessitated by the desire to fill the vacuum in the 

body of knowledge on hate speech since the available literature at the disposal of the researchers do not 

feature any survey of hate speech in Facebook postings on Benue politics. Hence, the study was designed to 

examine hate speech in select Facebook postings on Benue politics. Data for the study were collected by 

extracting Facebook postings in 2022 due to the fact that so many postings are made on Benue politics on a 

daily basis. The study examined the motive of hate speech in the Facebook postings on Benue politics, the 

effects such hate speech has on Benue politics, and suggest ways of tackling hate speech in Benue politics. The 

study discovered that hate speech in the Facebook postings are meant to discredit the Peoples’ Democratic 

Party by supporters of the All Progressive Congress and vice versa. The study also discovered that the hate 

speeches could cause crisis between the mentioned political parties and throw some party candidates out the 

political scene. The study recommends that the Independent National Electoral Commission and civil society 

groups should beam their searchlight on Facebook postings, especially political postings from Benue youths so 

that those promoting hate speech on the Facebook platform would be arrested and prosecuted. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Language has been the major tool through which 

human beings communicate with one another. 

Hence, people who have registered account with the 

Facebook express their feelings, and ideas to one 

another through making posts on the Facebook 

platform. Facebook, as part of the social media, has 

been a-washed with posts coming from Benue 

indigenes who are supporters of either the People’s 

Democratic Party (PDP) or the All Progressive 

Congress (APC) since the above-mentioned 

political parties have always been rivals, struggling 

to govern Benue State in Nigeria. These posts are 

meant to promote the image of their party and 

candidates, but on the other hand, tarnish the image 

of their opponents. The rate at which the Benue 

youths use the Facebook for political campaign 

cannot be emphasised because youths belonging to 

the PDP and APC operate almost twenty-four hours 

as if they are being paid to carry out campaign of 

character assassination against the opponents of 

their respective party candidates. 

Derogatory remarks are featured in the Facebook 

postings on Benue politics to discredit some 

candidates to the advantage of other candidates, 

especially along party lines. The spread of the 

derogatory remarks is usually carried out by some 

Benue youths who have party affiliations or might 

have been employed as Special Assistants to the 

politicians on Social Media. It is also possible that 

some of the youths using hate speech to attack 

political parties and party candidates have 

appointed themselves to carry out the malicious act. 

According to Kukah (2015), hate speech is any 

communication that discredits a person based on 

race, gender, ethnicity, disability, sexual 

orientation, religion, nationality among other 

characteristics. Kukah also asserts that hate speech 

can be any speech, gesture, conduct, writing or 

display that brings about incitement, prejudice or 

violence against an individual or group. According 

to Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe 

as cited in Anthony and Anyanwu (2019) hate 

speech is any expression that spreads, incites, 

promotes or justifies racial discrimination, hatred 

and xenophobia. 

There are existing academic works on hate speech 

which include: Bakircioglu (2018) and Shaw (2012) 

examined hate speech in cyberspace and 

complained about the human right abuses that 

characterise the hate speech. Rasad, Udende, 

Ibrahim, and Oba (2017). In addition to that, 

Faskin, Oyero, Oyesomi and Okorie (2017), Okafor 

and Akabi (2017) and Ezeibe (2015) examined hate 

speech in relation to politics and so many other 
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previous works. However, none of the previous 

works at the disposal of the researcher examined 

hate speech in Facebook postings on Benue politics. 

Hence, the present study is designed to examine the 

motive of hate speech in the Facebook postings on 

Benue politics, the effects such hate speech has on 

Benue politics, and suggest ways of tackling hate 

speech in Benue politics ̶ a state in Nigeria.  

The study was anchored on J.L Austine’s Speech 

Act Theory. According to Austine (1968) as cited in 

Spencer-Qatey and Zegarac (2002), Specch Act 

Theory considers the actual words uttered by the 

speaker, the speaker’s intention of making the 

utterance and the effect of the utterance to the 

listener. Data for the study were collected from 

Facebook postings of 2022 due to the numerous 

nature of posts made on the Facebook daily as 

general elections are fast approaching. Facebook 

postings by supporters of People’s Democratic 

Party (PDP) and All Progressive Congress (APC) 

2022 were extracted due to the fact that the 

aforementioned political parties are rivals in Benue 

State.  

REVIEW OF PREVIOUS WORKS ON HATE 

SPEECH 

Ugechi and Damkor (2020) carried out a survey of 

hate speech in selected Tiv political campaign 

songs in order to point out elements of hate speech 

in selected Tiv political campaign songs, and the 

study was anchored on Speech Act Theory 

propounded by J.L. Austine (1968). Data for the 

study were collected from political campaign, songs 

of Gabon Akuhe, El-Stuffy, Terkula Kyumbul and 

Alfred Chado, composing sings for the Action 

Congress of Nigeria, All Progressive Congress and 

People’s Democratic Party respectively. The study 

discovered that campaign songs by composers 

across the aforementioned parties featured hate 

speech. The study, therefore, recommended that 

politicians should stop rewarding poets that 

compose songs featuring hate speech as the strategy 

for checking hate speech in Tiv campaign political 

songs. The present study differs from the previous 

one because the latter is concerned with Facebook 

postings on Benue politics whereas, the former 

focused on Tiv campaign political songs. 

Ayansola and Oamen (2018) carried a study on ‘A 

study of online hate speeches: Legitimation 

processes by Nigerian political actors. The study 

examined hate speeches processes and their 

acceptability in Nigerian politics. Data for the study 

were collected from selected twenty-five speeches 

from online sources. The study found that any 

political hate of the influential politicians is widely 

tolerated and accepted by members of the party, 

and such a speech has a negative influence on the 

Nigerian political system. The previous study did 

not focus on Facebook postings on Benue politics, 

so the present study is relevant. 

Ezeibe (2015) studied hate speech and electoral 

violence in Nigeria. The paper explored the effect 

of hate speech on electoral violence in Nigeria. 

Data for the study were collected by interviewing 

selected religious, youth, traditional and civil 

society group leaders across the country. Data were 

also collected from secondary sources and 

observations. The study discovered that hate speech 

has been welcomed into the Nigerian political 

system so long as the influential politicians 

encourage and promote it. The study, therefore, 

recommended that the National Electoral 

Commission and civil society groups should arrest 

and prosecute politicians that violate the laws 

guiding electoral campaign and public speech in 

Nigeria. The previous study never covered 

Facebook postings on Benue politics, therefore, the 

present study is essential. 

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA 

Excerpt 1 

Where has Lida George Akume gone to. …is there 

truth in the rumour that the court cases against 

APC’s yahoo yahoo primary election in Benue 

State have caused Lida hypertension and has been 

rushed to Germany for urgent medical attention? 

Lida has refused to listen to any other person in the 

party aside from Simon Shango, Awuese Torhee, 

Becky Orpin and Crucial Abua. Once he takes the 

advice of that negative quartet, he forgets about 

any other person. Those four individuals mentioned 

above are responsible for Lida’s negative actions, 

and consequently the destruction of APC in Benue 

State.  

Source: Facebook post (28 June, 2022.) 

Analysis   

The excerpt begins with questions which may be 

targeted at ridiculing the Leader of APC in Benue 

State, Sen George Akume. It also amounts to 

mockery, telling the whole wprld on the social 

media that a high-profile personality in the person 

of Akume has been rushed to a German hospital for 

treatment of hypertension without any medical 

report to back up your claim. Hence, the poster 
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could be alleged of demeaning the personality of 

the Leader of APC in Benue by wishing pretension 

to befall the Leader. The statement that ‘Lida has 

refused to listen to any other person in the party 

aside from Simon Shango, Awuese Torhee, Becky 

Orpin and Crucial Abua’ portrays that the Leader of 

APC in Benue State is biased in terms of dealing 

with members of the party, and as such, not a good 

leader. The poster also accuses the likes of Simon 

Shango, Awuese Torhee, Becky Orpin and Crucial 

Abua of spoiling the All Progressive Congress in 

Benue State. The defamation of the character of 

George Akume and other APC stalwarts in the 

speech is an instance of hate speech, going by 

Kukah’ s claim that any speech that discredits or 

injures a person’s image is hate speech. The Speech 

Act Theory supports the claim that the utterances in 

the excerpt are characterised by hate speech since 

the utterances are made using mere words, the 

poster’s intended meaning and the effects of the 

utterances on the persons attacked or their image. 

Excerpt 2 

Hon Titus Zam would have contested for State 

House of Assembly; he wants to destroy his 

political career with his premature senatorial 

ambition.  

Source: Facebook post (28 June, 2022.) 

Analysis 

In the above excerpt, the poster belittles the 

personality of Titus Zam by suggesting that Hon 

Zam would be likely successful as a State House of 

Assembly candidate than the Senatorial candidate. 

The statement is capable of discouraging Hon Zam 

from pursuing his senatorial ambition and even his 

supporters. Apart from that, it has the potency of 

spoiling the minds of the electorates as voting for 

Zam might amount to a waste of votes. The phrase 

‘he wants to destroy his political career with his 

premature senatorial ambition’ portrays that Zam is 

not mature politically, and by implication, not 

going to win the senatorial seat which he is vying 

for. The statement is hate speech since it belittles 

the personality of the senatorial candidate who 

might have deemed it fit to run for the office 

Excerpt 3 

UBA’s consolidation plan. You cannot put anything 

on nothing and expect it to stand. Source: Source: 

Facebook post (27 July, 2022.) 

Analysis 

The excerpt above implies that the poster does not 

see anything tangible that has been done by the 

present governor whom UBA is coming to succeed. 

Hence, UBA cannot perform well, let alone talking 

about consolidation. The phrase ‘You cannot put 

anything on nothing ‘discredits the present 

governor, and on the hand, poisons the minds of the 

electorates against the candidate of UBA who has 

been using consolidation agenda as a campaign 

strategy to win the minds of the electorates. 

Excerpt 4 

Is my governor Ortom exhibiting some common 

characteristics of Tse-Keremi?  

Source: Facebook post (24 August, 2022.) 

Analysis 

The above excerpt insults the governor for being an 

‘agbero’ by accusing him of exhibiting some 

features of ‘Tse-Keremi’. Tse-Keremi is the 

pejorative term for a long-time motor conductor. 

The poster may mean that the governor is not 

different from a long-time motor conductor despite 

the honourable office he is occupying. Calling 

Governor Ortom ‘Tse-Keremi’ is an insult on the 

office and personality of the governor. Hence, the 

statement is no doubt a product of hate speech. 

Excerpt 5 

Never again will BENUE make a terrible mistake 

and elect a Governor who has inferiority complex 

issues. As Governor, Fr Alia can never be another 

Governor’s briefcase handler. 

Source: Facebook post (26 August, 2022.) 

Analysis 

The excerpt above contains elements of hate speech 

as in ‘… a Governor who has inferiority complex 

issues. The poster disparages the incumbent 

governor and also disparages the capability of the 

party candidate that is receiving the support of the 

governor in respect of the 2023 general elections. 

The post has the potency of making the candidature 

of the person the governor is supporting unsellable. 

In line with the tenets of the Speech Act Theory, 

the post is targeted at discrediting the incumbent 

governor and the candidate his party is featuring in 

the 2023 gubernatorial elections in Benue State. 

Excerpt 6  

JUJU PEOPLE 

People insulting the Rev. Fr. Alia today are those 

whose parents/themselves submitted wicked charms 

in 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003 and 

beyond, and are regretting today angrily with toxic 

desperation and insults.  

Source: Facebook post (9 September, 2022.) 

Analysis 

The above excerpt portrays the opponents of Fr 

Alia as idol worshipers who believe in the 
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possession of charms. The poster also attacks the 

personality of their parents by saying they 

submitted some wicked charms to Fr Alia from 

1998 to 2003. Hence, the opponents of Fr Alia are 

presented as ingrates, so making the society feels 

that they are not worthy of any assistance from 

anyone. The poster insults the opponents of Fr Alia 

as JUJU PEOPLE, hence amounting to hate speech. 

Calling the people JUJU PEOPLE is on intentional 

attack on their personalities being expressed 

through mere words.  

Excerpt 7 

Ortom on routine barefaced lies and insults on Alia 

again. Governor Samuel Ortom has once more 

unleashed his attack dog on the gubernatorial 

candidate of the APC in Benue State for 2023, Rev. 

Fr. Hyacinth Alia… 

when one in such exalted position of state power 

ignores sensitive issues of governance raised and 

begin to dish insults in a typical display that 

confirms to any discerning mind that he is only out 

of the garage but the garage is still in him, then it is 

pathetic to say the least. Source: Facebook post (23 

September, 2022.) 

Analysis 

The poster accuses Governor Ortom of telling lies 

against the person of Fr Alia. The poster expresses 

this in the phrase ‘Ortom on routine barefaced lies 

and insults on Alia again’. This implies that 

Governor has been insulting and telling lies against 

Fr Alia; the candidate of the All Progressive 

Congress. The claims of Speech Act Theory are 

justified in the statement because the statement is 

an accusation targeted at tarnishing the image of the 

governor. The utterance also has the potency of 

causing of causing of enmity between Fr Alia and 

the Governor, thereby heating the Benue polity 

ahead of the 2023 elections. It amounts to hate 

speech calling human beings’ dogs as it is featured 

in the utterance ‘… his attack dog on the 

gubernatorial candidate of the APC in Benue 

State…’ The poster portrays the incumbent 

governor as an irresponsible leader who gives more 

attention to insulting his opponents than governance 

‘…when one in such exalted position of state power 

ignores sensitive issues of governance raised and 

begin to dish insults…’. 

Excerpt 8 

To all PDP yokels and e-rats, the post in the 

screenshot below is my clear and unbridled 

message to Queen Torkwase Alaaga reply over her 

ceaseless insults and blackmails against Rev Fr 

Alia, the APC governorship candidate in Benue 

State, 2023. 

My dear sister, Queen Torkwase Alaaga, kindly 

remember that the ‘suspended’ priest (Rev Fr Alia) 

you once told me he prayed for you some time ago, 

and that you were instantly healed of an intractable 

and highly complicated/combined infections of 

staphylococcus, syphilis and gonorrhoea that 

ravaged your ‘vianen’ when no known orthodox 

and unorthodox medication could cure it for you.  

Source: Facebook post (10 September, 2022.) 

Analysis 

In the above excerpt, the poster calls his fellow 

human beings who are against the candidate of Fr 

Alia yokels and e-rats. The statement is typical of 

hate speech because calling human beings e-rats is 

an insult to humanity. The poster talks about health 

issues that should not be brought to the social 

media domain intentionally in order to disgrace the 

person of Torkwase Alaaga. Hence, the utterance 

confirms Kukah’s claims that hate speech is 

utterance that is capable of insulting, and disgracing 

another person. The poster embarrasses Torkwase 

Alaaga by claiming that Torkwase once confided in 

him how Fr Alia healed her of a disease. The poster 

says’… you were instantly healed of an intractable 

and highly complicated/combined infections of 

staphylococcus, syphilis and gonorrhoea that 

ravaged your ‘vianen’…’ 

Excerpt 9 

When someone who is known to have been 

sodomised (homosexualised) by prison inmates in 

an Abuja prison, as well as having had sex with his 

stepmother come to the public to speak as a 

publicist of a party (PDP), please reject him. 

Source: Facebook post (15 September, 2022.) 

Analysis 

In excerpt 9, the poster insults the personality being 

referred to as someone who has been sodomised in 

the prison. The poster also portrays the said 

sodomised person as a disrespectful person who 

slept with his father’s wife. The post has the 

potency of discrediting the person in question, 

thereby making him an object of ridicule in the 

society. Telling the social media world that 

someone was sodomised is humiliating. The 

utterance ‘…having had sex with his stepmother…’ 

is another instance of hate speech in the statement; 

it fact, it is image-tarnishing. The poster attacks his 

opponent in the statement, therefore, the utterance 

is hate speech. The poster also incites the 

electorates against the publicist of the Peoples’ 



©Rajasthali Journal                                                                                                                                                    ISSN 2583-1720 

 

https://www.rajasthali.marudharacollege.ac.in           Volume 2, Issue 2, Jan - March 2023                                                          69                                                           

Democratic Party by telling them not to listen to 

him, let alone taking his addresses seriously. 

Excerpt 10 

Benue State is doomed in the hands of the PDP and 

her drunks who also parade as govt appointees 

without any offices nor any credible work 

schedules, with a vision to improve on the lives of 

the people who have under political and economic 

enslavement for over 7 years. 

The best offices known to the like Barns Agashua 

whose ineptness has reduced them to alcohol 

burukutu drinking joints in the slumps of Makurdi 

town leaves us with no hope and option but to pray 

to God to deliver us in 2023 from the political 

curses inflicted on us by the PDP and their failed 

acolytes. 2015).  

Source: Facebook post (11 September, 2022.) 

Analysis 

In excerpt 10 above, the poster discredits the 

performance of the PDP-led governance in Benue 

state as he says ‘Benue State is doomed in the 

hands of the PDP…’The poster also insults the 

members of the party by calling them drunkards as 

can be seen in’… her drunks who also parade as 

government appointees without any offices nor any 

credible work schedules’. The posters insults Mr 

Barns Agashua by saying ‘The best offices known 

to the appointees like Barns Agashua whose 

ineptness has reduced them to alcohol burukutu 

drinking joints…’The post portrays PDP as a failed 

political party which has brought suffering or 

poverty on the Benue people.’… People who have 

under political and economic enslavement for over 

7 years’. The poster also accuses PDP of bringing 

political curses on the Benue people as can be seen 

in ‘pray to God to deliver us in 2023 from the 

political curses inflicted on us by the PDP and their 

failed acolytes’. 2015). The utterances in the post 

confirms Kukah’s assertion that hate speech is any 

communication that discredits a person based on 

race, gender, ethnicity, disability, sexual 

orientation, religion, nationality among other 

characteristics. 

Excerpt 11 

Anyone whose rectum was ruptured through a 

homosexual encounter in a prison as well as having 

a dual canal knowledge of a woman with his father 

is worse than contumacious!!This message is for 

the person that slept with his stepmother.  

Source: Facebook post (11 September, 2022.) 

Analysis 

It can be deduced from excerpt 11 that the poster 

insults his political opponent by calling him a 

homosexual. Hence, accusing the homosexual of 

sleeping with the woman his father had been 

sleeping with. This allegation is hate speech since it 

portrays the accused person of homosexuality and 

disrespect for his father. The utterance implies that 

the accused person lives a scandalous and shameful 

life, thereby tarnishing his image in the public. 

Calling the accused person a homosexual in the 

public domain amounts to hate speech since the 

utterance has the potency of spoiling his personality 

among his political associates and the society in 

general.  

Source: Facebook post (16 September, 2022.) 

Excerpt 12 

If up to this moment, local Government staff in 

Benue State do not know that UBA is their enemy 

and that he will treat hem worse his principal, then 

t is most unfortunate. It has obviously become 

clearer to the remaining few now that this man is 

not worth being made even a class monitor…  

Source: Facebook post (2 October, 2022.) 

Analysis 

In excerpt 12, the poster may be accused of inciting 

the local government staff against the candidature 

of Hon Uba in respect of the coming 2023 

gubernatorial elections in Benue State. Saying that 

Uba will treat the local government staff worse than 

his principal implies that Uba is a bad person, and 

even worse than his principal, so he cannot be a 

good governor of the state, therefore, the people 

should not vote for him. By saying ‘If up to this 

moment, local Government staff in Benue State do 

not know that UBA is their enemy … ‘the poster is 

poisoning the minds of the electorates who are staff 

of the local government against the candidature of 

UBA. Hence the assertion amounts to hate speech 

in consonance with the assertion by Kukah that any 

speech that incites a person against another person 

is a hate speech. 

Excerpt 13 

Contumacious and criminally-indefinite suspended 

fraud kingpin at BIPC. Thank God that your 

criminal guise of using the name of Atiku Abubakar 

for campaign to misappropriate the resources of 

the Benue people has failed. 

 Source: Facebook post (27 September, 2022.) 

Analysis 

In excerpt 13, the poster calls a personality in 

Benue State a fraud kingpin. The poster rejoices 

over the indefinite suspension of the accused 
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kingpin. He tarnishes the kingpin’s image before 

the entire society using the Facebook platform. 

Saying that the political appointee was a ‘… 

contumacious and criminally-indefinite suspended 

fraud kingpin at BIPC’ implies that the political 

appointee was focused on defrauding Benue State 

while at the BIPC. Hence, tarnishing the image of 

the political appointee and instigating the Benue 

populace against the appointee despite the 

suspension of the appointee from office. According 

the Speech Act Theory, the utterance is composed 

using words based on the intension of the poster, 

which is to tarnish the image of the political 

appointee, and the utterance has the potency of 

annoying and humiliating the appointee as well as 

discrediting his personality among his political 

associates and the society in general. 

Excerpt 14 

Alia, a dirty, unconscionable and unprofessional 

priest, reveals...  

Source: Facebook post (27 September, 2022.) 

Analysis 

In excerpt 14, the poster portrays Fr Alia as a bad 

priest by calling him a dirty, unconscionable and 

professional priest. The utterance has the potency of 

spoiling the gubernatorial ambition of the priest 

because the Benue electorate hearing that the APC 

candidate is a dirty priest, they may not vote for 

him in the 2023 gubernatorial elections in Benue 

State. Calling the personality of Fr Alia, a dirty 

priest on the Facebook is an attack on the candidate 

that may be aimed at making the Benue electorate 

hate his candidature, therefore, not vote for him. 

The utterance is an instance of hate since it insults 

the priest. The message conveys through the speech 

confirms Kukah-s assertion that any speech that 

insults a person is hate speech. 

Excerpt 15 

We are too furnished with facts now, only the 

gullible will at this point in time believe your forged 

document from a defrocked state party chairman 

Agada. A young man who specialises in only 

forgeries… 

 Source: Facebook post (17 August, 2022.) 

Analysis 

In excerpt 15, the poster labels the APC Chairman 

in Benue State as a specialist in forgery. She 

indirectly, calls the APC supporters liars who have 

been posting a particular fake certificate of primary 

election on Facebook. This implies that the APC 

Chairman and the party members are not sincere, 

thereby discrediting the All Progressive Congress 

(APC) in the state. The poster condemns the state 

chairman of APC in Benue in the assertion ‘A 

young man who specialises in only forgeries…’ 

Excerpt 16 

…salt and water don’t heal staph. I am not like the 

gullible village women that he has caused more 

damage to their health with continuous intake of 

salt. Stronger antibiotics heal such sexually 

transmitted diseases. The priest should focus on his 

campaign and stop using my name to shine… 

Source: Facebook post (10 September, 2022.) 

Analysis 

In excerpt 16, the poster attacks the priest who is 

involved in partisan politics by accusing him of 

deceiving the village women. The poster says ‘I am 

not like the gullible village women that he has 

caused more damage to their health with continuous 

intake of salt’. The poster even discredits the holy 

water and the blessed salt the sick people have been 

collecting from the priest for their spiritual and 

physical healing. She boldly says ‘…salt and water 

don’t heal staph’. The utterance is attack on the 

personality of the priest and spiritual services to the 

society, so the utterance is an instance of hate and 

in fact, an act of sacrilege against the Catholic 

Church.  

CONCLUSION 

The study discovered that hate speech in Facebook 

postings on Benue politics is a product of the 

youths who may be promoting it to gain political 

relevance, and subsequently favoured by the main 

political gladiators in the state. None of the select 

Facebook postings shows that the political 

candidates in the state indulge in hate speech, rather 

their supporters, especially the youths, judging from 

the Facebook profile pictures. 

The study also discovered that the speech in the 

Facebook postings have the potency of heating the 

Benue polity, and consequently causing devastating 

political crises in the state. The speeches could 

cause a kind-hearted leader in the state to behave 

the other round as way of taking vengeance on 

those attacking and insulting them. The study 

recommends that the Independent National 

Electoral Commission and civil society groups 

should beam their searchlight on Facebook 

postings, especially political postings from Benue 

youths so that those promoting hate speech on the 

Facebook platform would be arrested and 

prosecuted. 
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