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Environment is defined as surrounding or conditions that influencing the development or growth. The 
environmental issues have become the most significant problem during the past few decades. The population 
growth and the process of urbanization which leads to more challenges to the environment and which paved 
the way for environmental degradation. In the developed and the developing world order the less importance 
has been given to environment which finally leads to the environmental calamities such as earthquakes, 
Tsunamis, droughts, volcanic eruption, floods, wild fires, tornadoes and landslides. The increasing number of 
environmental problems which creates more challenges to the world nations. The world nations were realizing 
the importance to make the laws and policies for the protection of environment. In this background, study made 
an attempt to explore the problems and prospects on environmental governance in India and also highlighting 
its significance. The term environmental governance has been coined by the scholar to denote a kind of pattern 
of interaction that derive from the strategies of various actors govern the society towards achieving the 
environment friendly objectives. The interventions of the government are inevitable part for the protection of 
the environment. The legislations, forms of regulations are the chief instruments of making environmental 
policy for the protection of our natural wealth. So in the changing world order environmental governance has 
got prime concern. 
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Introduction 

The concept of Environment includes water, soil, 
air and physical properties and the interrelationship 
between each component for their existence with 
the human beings, other living creatures, plants and 
micro organisms. Environment is the sum total of 
all external conditions that affecting the life, 
development and survival of an organism (Haque: 
2017). Environment played a primary role in the 
evolution of human beings relationship with the 
earth and global concern about the environmental 
degradation.  In India, the Constitution and 
country’s structure of polity  provide  possibility  
for  a multi dimension environmental  governance  
system, but the practical level  possibilities  has  not  
been sufficiently explored.  In India,  indeed,  
environmental  governance  had  emerged  in  the  
1970s and  it got flourished manner in  subsequent 
years(Roy:2020). The environmental resources of 
the country are limited and the excess population 
growth and the unplanned economic development 
which leads to the massive exploitation of the 
environmental resources. As part of the 
industrialization and urbanization process the 
metro-politan cities are faced different problems 
like, solid waste management, Air pollution, water 
scarcity, transport conjunction and so on. So in the 

governance part the body has to be focused on more 
areas of concern as part of the protection of 
environment. The plans and policies formulated by 
the governing bodies which must to be in a future 
oriented manner and for the sake of our 
inheritances. In the age of Sustainable development, 
the environmental degradation has created lots of 
challenges to the governing bodies. To counter it, a 
proper governance model in tone with the needs 
and aspirations of the protection of environment has 
much more relevance.   

Meaning and Definitions 

The Governance has been emerged as one of the 
most important concept in the discipline of Social 
Science at a large extent. The conceptualization of 
Governance includes wide spectrum of interactions 
among the social actors. The Governance can be 
defined in accordance with the environmental 
context,  
Lemos and Agarwal (2006, p.298) identify,  
“Regulatory processes, mechanisms and 
organizations through which political actors 
influence environmental actions and outcomes”. 
They were stressed on the process of governance is 
distinct from government, and it encompasses the 
different actions of the state along with the non 
state actors. On the basis of the perspectives of 



©Rajasthali Journal                                                                                                                                 ISSN 2583-1720 

 

https://www.rajasthali.marudharacollege.ac.in           Volume 1, Issue 2, Jan ‐ Mar 2022                                                  23                

Governance, the Environmental Governance can be 
define as “the totality of interactions among 
societal actors aimed at the coordinating, steering 
and regulating human access to, use of, and 
impacts on the environment, through collectively 
binding decisions. Environmental governance 
arrangements may be directed towards a range of 
causes including conservation and environmental 
protection, spatial and land use planning 
(Sustainable) management of natural resources, 
and the protection of human health- and operate 
across scales to address local and global 
environmental problems”(Newig:2019).  

Environmental Governance in India 

The Environmental Governance comprises of 
Rules, Laws, Acts and its practices, policies 
framework and institutional decisions, and how it 
shapes human beings interact with the environment. 
Through the environmental governing process the 
institution allow the different agencies of the 
system like private and public sphere, NGOs local 
communities to manage the issues concern with the 
environmental degradation and they hazard to the 
environment to make fundamental 
decisions(Haque:2017). The Environmental 
governance in India was started as a full fledged 
manner in 1980. The department of environment 
came in to exist on November 1st 1980. The history 
of environmental governance in India started with 
the Prime minister ship of Indira Gandhi when she 
returned from United Nations (UN) Conference on 
Human Environmental and Development in 
Stockholm in 1972, the environmental policy 
framework has got much more concern. The 
Central Pollution Board was set up followed by the 
State Pollution Boards. The government of India 
has passed so many laws for the protection of 
environment and the life beings. The important 
laws related with the environmental conservation 
are; Environmental Laws on Water (1974), the 
Laws on Air (1981), the Laws on Forest 
Conservation (1981), and the most important Act of 
Environment Protection (1986) were passed by the 
Indian Government. In 1996, a Public Interest 
Litigation (PIL) has filed in the court and as part of 
the Public Interest Litigation the Supreme Court 
ordered, any harm to the environment create the 
liability punishable offense. As part of it, India has 
to be strictly follow the environmental governance 
system with a controlling notification on Coastal 
Zone management, hill development, Disposal of 

waste like biomedical, plastic, hazardous and so 
on(Ghosh:2018). 
 WHO report on environmental degradation 
suggests that 10% of the children who die before 
the age of five due to air pollution. (Dubash:2019). 
So the India’s initiatives on Environmental 
protection have much more significance and 
relevance, especially in the matter which is 
concerned with sustainable development and 
climate change. The policies put forward by the 
Government of India like, National Environmental 
Policy, 2006 has contributed much towards the 
development of Environmental governance.   

National Environmental Policy, 2006 

The National Environmental Policy (NEP), 2006 
has been introduced by the Ministry of 
Environment and Forest (MoEF), which aims at 
mainstreaming environmental concerns in to all 
developmental activities. It emphasis on the 
conservation of all resources than the degradation 
of resources. And it argues that the environmental 
degradation gradually leads to poverty and poor 
health problems in the population of the country. 
The National Environmental Policy, 2006 focused 
on the Sustainable Development process, and 
through which the population can attain the 
maximum utilization of resources and also to help 
the nature. The policy also ensures the Right to 
Development of all without any harm to the 
environment. In concern with the environmental 
matters, the decentralized and multispectral 
approach is inevitable for to ensure the better result 
and transportation of messages to the all wing of 
administration (NEP:2006).   

Objectives of NEP, 2006 

Ø Conservation of critical Environmental 
Resources 

Ø Intra generational equity: livelihood security 
for the poor. 

Ø Inter generational equity 
Ø Integration of Environmental concerns in 

Economics and Social Development. 
Ø Efficiency in Environmental Resource use 
Ø Environmental Governance 
Ø Enhancement of Resources for Environmental 

Resource Conservation. (Nallathiga:2012) 
The National Environment policies for the 
protection of environment are contained in the 
Policies such as for the protection of environment 
from the environmental degradation. All of these 
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policies have recognized the need for sustainable 
development in their specific contexts and 
formulated necessary strategies to give effect to 
such recognition. The National Environment Policy 
seeks to extend the coverage to the existing laws on 
the protection of environment in light of present 
knowledge and accumulated experience. It does not 
displace, but builds on the earlier policies. National 
Forest Policy 1988, National Conservation Strategy 
and Policy Statement on Environment and 
Development 1992, Policy Statement on Abatement 
of Pollution,1992,  National Agriculture Policy, 
2000, National Population Policy 2000, National 
Water Policy 2002 have also contributed towards 
environmental management and a better policy 
formulation(NEP:2006).  

Environmental Governance in India: Problems 
and Prospects 

The problems concern with the environment the 
country has faced so many challenges, relate to the 
nexus of environmental degradation with poverty in 
its many dimensions, and economic growth. These 
challenges are connected with the state of 
environmental resources, such as land, water, air 
and other inevitable resources available in the 
country. The major factors of environmental 
degradation are population growth, inappropriate 
technology and consumption choices, and poverty, 
leading to changes in relations between people and 
ecosystems, and development activities such as 
intensive agriculture, polluting industry, and 
unplanned urbanization and so on. However, these 
factors proved the need for proper policy 
formulations in the environment protection. The 
institutional failures, resulting the degradation of 
the environment and it finally lead to the better 
governance in appropriate with environment 
(NEP:2006). The Government of India setting up 
different statutory bodies including the Central 
Pollution Control Board, National Eco-Afforstation 
Board besides National Environment Authority 
(NEA) and six regional authorities with appellate 
jurisdiction to hear appeals against decisions made 
by the regional authorities. Whether these decisions 
stem from a genuine concern for sound 
environmental governance and overcoming 
administrative failures is debatable. It has to be 
seen in the light of the complete bureaucratization 
of the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) 
in the last two decades (Indian Institute of Ecology 
and Environment). The setting up of different 

agencies and boards, which are significantly, 
contributed towards the eco system balancing, 
pollution controls and to ensure the proper 
decisions are came from the appellate authorities. 
Each and every statutory body has to perform their 
own field of responsibilities and to ensure the 
proper laws and policies on the protection of 
environment. 
The Ministry of Environment and Forest handles 
water quality and related environmental aspects, the 
Ministry of Urban Affairs and Development 
coordinates projects in urban water supply and 
sanitation, the Ministry of Rural Areas and 
Employment looks after rural water supply and 
sanitation under the Rajiv Gandhi National 
Drinking Water Mission, and the Ministry of Power 
and Central Electric Authority handles water issues 
for power generation. Similarly, multiple agencies 
are responsible for the protection of air quality, 
including the Directorate of Industries, the 
Department of Transport and Urban Development 
and the Traffic Police authorities in urban areas. 
Unlike the independent Environment Protection 
Authority envisaged by the Tiwari Committee, the 
National Environment Authority, which has now 
been setup, seems to be confined to appellate 
jurisdiction only (Indian Institute of Ecology and 
Environment). 

Challenges on Environmental Governance 

The Environmental Governance has to be faced lots 
of challenges, in tone with the application of the 
policies and laws framed by the appellate authority. 
They are; 
Ø Environmental Funding is not self-sustaining, 

diverting resources from problem solving into 
funding battles 

Ø Inadequate continental and global agreements.  
Ø Unresolved tensions between sustainable 

development, maximum protection, maximum 
development, limiting funding, damaging links 
with the economy and limiting application of 
multilateral Environment Agreements (MEAs).   

Ø Lack of shared vision 
Ø Time lag between human action and 

environmental effect, some times as long as a 
generation. 

Ø Lack of integration of sector policies 
Ø Unclear objectives on environmental initiatives. 
Ø Inability to influence public opinion. 
Ø Inadequate institutional capacities. 
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Ø Environmental problems being embedded in 
very complex systems, of which our 
understanding is still quite weak. 

Ø Interdependencies among the sustainable 
developmental economic growth, trade, 
agriculture, health, peace and security.  

Ø Absence of the gender perspective and equity 
in environmental governance 
(https://www.insightsonline.com/environment/
environmetal-governace-national-legislation. 

These are the major challenges faced by the 
environmental governance in the country. So, the 
lack of proper co ordination between all the sectors 
of administration in the application of a policy or 
any kind of law related with the environmental 
governance, which creates great harm to the 
developmental initiatives, and it finally leads to the 
environmental degeneration. 

Limitations on Environmental Governance in 
India 

In the changing world order, the environmental 
governance in India has to be faced lots of 
limitations and challenges in the application level. 
They are; 
Ø Greater efficiency in design and implementation 

of governance instruments a major concern for 
state authorities. 

Ø In the market friendly economy, the state 
authorities are under the fiscal pressure for 
partnership of different developmental 
initiatives. 

Ø Unable to limit the high intensity of resource 
exploitation. 

Ø Public private partnership with the free market 
economy inappropriately affects the 
developmental initiatives on Environment. 

Ø Successful environmental initiatives and 
strategies needs proper co ordination of all 
fields of governance, Lack of proper co 
ordination of different sections leads to the Red 
Tapism of administration.  

The governing body has played very significant 
role in the environmental politics in the country. 
There are different kinds of conflicts, dilemmas and 

problems concerned with the environmental 
protection in the cities, as part of industrialization 
and Urbanization. So proper state guide ship the 
problems concerned with environmental 
governance has to be resolved in a fruitful manner. 
So, for the safeguarding of laws and statues which 
relates to the environmental protection in India 
played very dynamic and vibrant role in the 
country.  The different ministries and departments 
of the central governments are co-operatively 
worked for the problems solving related with the 
laws, rules and regulations. 

Conclusion 

The government of India has adopted multi 
dimensional approaches to the environmental 
governance in the country. The initiatives adopted 
by the governing bodies have a wide framework 
which encompasses the multi furious aspects of 
institutionalizations, transparency, and 
accountability and so on. The environmental 
governance has comprised of different 
approachable areas such as water conservation, eco 
system balancing, sustainable development, 
resource management, soil fertility maintenance, 
research areas etc (Nallathiga:2012). In the certain 
areas of environmental governance in India, has to 
be need much more research and primary concern 
because of the challenges facing by the current 
world order. The area such as climate change, bio-
diversity, sustainable developments are the major 
area needed more concern and priorities for the 
future purpose. So, the governing bodies have to be 
taking much effort to given the primary concern in 
the challenging world order.  The Right to Healthy 
environment is a fundamental need of the human 
beings, as part of his Right to Freedom of Life 
guaranteed by the Constitution of India. So, the 
governing bodies must to be focused on rather than 
the formation of new policies and laws they must 
focused on the implementation of existing Laws 
and Policies related with the environmental 
protection, then only a healthy generation can be 
attained. 
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